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Editorial

“

The energy transition is one of the biggest challenges of the 21st

century. We are more than 7.5 billion people on earth, and we all use
energy. We use different types of energy, different amounts and for
different purposes, from building to cooking to extracting more
energy. Energy is simply part of our lives. But what if we look at it
differently? What if we learn how to use it more efficiently? What if
we try saving it instead of wasting it? And what if we start producing
it from renewable sources? This is what it is going to take to achieve
the energy transition. We will need technology, innovation, creativity
and a strong will from all citizens of the world.
I like to think of the energy transition as an opportunity, especially for
rural areas because the have great potential, both natural and
human. Their restricted size and means should not prevent them from
seizing this opportunity.
Supporting rural communities committed to the energy transition is
what RURENER was created for from the very beginning. Today, the
world is changing at an unprecedented speed, but RURENER remains
a strong network allowing rural stakeholders from all over Europe to
get together and achieve great things.

”

- Céline Seince – European Coordinator
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RURENER
European network of rural territories committed to the energy
transition

Get involved!
All year

JulyDecember
2017

Become a member!
Members are welcome to
join the network all year
round.

Who we are
RURENER is a European network of rural communities sharing:

Take part in RURENER
current project: “2017
Year of Innovation for
Rural Energy”!

-

Common constraints: isolation, lack of financial means;

-

Common potentials: natural resources, strong willingness to
implement change;

All year

November
th
th
16 -19
2017

All year

Develop and advertise
your energy projects &
events through the
network.

-

Common goals: optimize energy consumption and production
from renewable sources, build a sustainable future, and
encourage social and economical development.

The need for action is stronger than ever in rural areas. At RURENER,
we believe that actions speak louder than words, which is why we
support our members in their projects to implement change. By

Attend RURENER
General Assembly in
Cyprus!
Share good practices and
find partners to build
innovative cooperation
projects

giving rural communities the tools and means to conduct and
promote renewable energy projects we improve our chances to
complete the energy transition.
The network is a privileged space where members can exchange
experiences and transfer knowledge with other territories facing
similar constraints and potentials, and working towards the same
goal.

2017, Year of Innovation for Rural Energy
For more information on RURENER current projects, check out the website
at www.rurener.eu or send an email at rurener@gmail.com
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What is RURENER to you?
RURENER is what you make of it. Just like time passes, tirelessly, RURENER is in
constant evolution to remain a relevant asset for its members.

enables rural communities to
exchange their experiences, to
transfer their knowledge, to
learn from each other and to
promote their own community
through mentoring programs
and twin city activities."
- Tibor Köcse, Mayor of Nagypáli
Hungary RURENER President
“The sharing of good practices
within the network enriches
each member’s experience. Too

often separated from the
European level where decisions
are made, these exchanges are
very precious in rural areas.
RURENER expresses a concrete
and optimistic vision of rural
Europe, often missing in the
vision of European decisionmakers.”
- Philippe Cortès, CEO of Grange
Solaire, RURENER Vice President

-

Aline Brachet,
and
RURENER

Growing by sharing
"RURENER
embraces
a
cooperative relationship system,
stimulates and supports energy
efficiency and carbon-neutrality
actions in rural areas. The
communities that have joined
RURENER
have
different
experiences. One of the major
benefits of membership is that it

2014

“RURENER enables rural communities to exchange their
experiences and learn from each other”

potential!”
consultant
Treasurer

RURENER Day’s

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
“RURENER was born in 2011 from
the strong willingness of rural
mayors to demonstrate that
collective learning, small tiny

initiatives all around Europe and
solidarity could transform the role
and impact of rural actors and
territories. This is still the vision I
have for RURENER in the future: to
reinforce rural communities, men,
women and organizations, by
mobilizing their full potential. To
achieve this vision, RURENER is
transforming itself into a pragmatic
start-up, dedicated to social,
technical and political innovation in
rural energy. Networking, learning
and sharing are its core principles,
and human energy as renewable
source. Looking forward to the
next steps with such exciting

RURENER Day’s 2014

In order to build news projects,
tools and services, we asked
founding and board members a
very simple question: what is
RURENER to you? The diversity of
the Board reflects RURENER’s
vision of a united and plural rural
Europe. RURENER encompasses a
diversity of voices - promoting the
role of rural territories in the
energy transition - united in one.

-5-
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A voice for rurality
Making rural communities’ voice
heard in Brussels is fundamental
to ensure a better recognition of
rurality and its potentials. Smallscale change is a way to achieve
the energy transition. Without
proper
recognition
from
decision-makers, rural territories
are marginalized and they are
not given the tools and funding
necessary to implement the
energy transition. The transition
is not just a change in energy
choices, it is a change in politics
and in society. Moving away
from fossil energy toward
renewable energies requires
political and social support.
Locally, communities are taking
action and RURENER’s lobbying
strategy is to bring these local
initiatives to the attention of
European decision-makers. To
have more weight in Brussels,
RURENER became member of
the
European
Countryside
Movement that brings together
stakeholders promoting rural
development
in
Europe.
RURENER is their reference for
energy challenges.
Thanks to the variety of its

2017

European dimension:
Where the local meets the
global… And vice-versa
RURENER takes its strengths from local
innovations and bring them at the European
level to emphasize the role of rural
communities in the energy transition.
members,
RURENER
has
concrete achievements to show
case to decision makers. The
whole is greater than the sum of
its parts, which is why rural
actors must get together to form
a significant lobbying force at
the European level. As the
African saying goes: if you want
to go fast, go alone but if you
want to go far, go together. And
going together is what we do at
RURENER.
From “local” to “global”…
From “I” to “we”, from “small”
to “big”, from “local” to
“global”: RURENER promotes a
bottom-up approach, meaning
that small scale change can
entail larger changes in policies.
By bringing rural innovations to
European
decision-makers’
attention, we can help shape
policies that support rural
innovations and make the most
out of rural territories potential
for the energy transition.
… And vice-versa.
On the other hand, adapted
national and European policies
foster change at the local level.
Newly shaped policies allow
successful innovations to spread

and multiply and support the
sustainable development, and
improved
attractiveness
of
vulnerable areas.
Broadening our perspective
Advocacy for rural territories is
very important at RURENER to
give small communities a chance
to speak up and unite their
voices to be heard by decision
makers. To improve its visibility,

European Econ
omic and Socia
l
Committee - Br
ussels

Parlia
European

ment - Brus

sels

RURENER

“The potential of rural
territories needs to be
recognized at the
European level” – Aline
RURENER tries to be involved in
European and international
events on energy issues. In 2015
RURENER was present at COP21
with Macéo (French partner)
and the Province of Luxembourg
(Belgium member). It was a
unique chance to extend our
address
book
and
find
inspiration
for
future
cooperation perspectives! - 6 -
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2
3

RURENER

Christelle, Elise and Emilie at COP21 – Paris, France

2017

“The RURENER project immediately seduced me because of its dimension and ambition. It
is not common to see small rural communities brought together at the European level.
RURENER is the connection between local actions in Europe, it opens new doors for rural
communities and invites a European dialogue, in a variety of languages. It is always
surprising to see what RURENER can achieve with very little means, thanks to the strong will
and innovation spirit of its members. I am glad to be part of it. It is worth it.” - Philippe

Coop-era-tion
New horizons

Mobilizing synergies

Cooperation at the European level
opens new perspectives, and have
many
advantages
for
rural
territories: they give an opportunity
to experiment pilot projects with
limited risks; they are a source of
inspiration for good practices and
increase learning; they promote
local expertise and increase
visibility; they multiply impact on
the territory and beyond and they
give you the means to conduct
energy
projects.
Cooperation
projects are a financial opportunity
but first and foremost a unique
chance to work together with
others to implement the energy
transition.
“100%
RES
Communities”, “Dream Tomorrow’s
Energy”,
“Citizen
Climate
Assembly”, etc. Learn about some
of RURENER cooperation projects
on the next page!

When
advocating
for
rural
territories, we might assume that
we are opposed to urban
territories’ privileges. Urban and
rural areas are often perceived as
opposite but in truth they are
complementary. Urban areas have
a high density of population and
high energy needs, rural areas have
high
potentials
in
energy
production and high constraints to
use them (financial, organizational,
technical, etc). By working together
urban and rural territories can use
their synergies to give a proper
response to the energy problem.
However, as long as rural territories
remain
marginalized,
urban
territories will not be able to tackle
the problem of renewable energy
sources, and the gap between
urban and rural development will
grow as well as inequalities. Thus,

advocating for rural territories is
also advocating for urban areas as
we all live on the same planet. Rural
and urban have to be thought of as
in a co-dependent relationship if we
are to move forward towards the
energy transition.

-7-
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RURENER in action
Citizen Climate Assembly - 2015

100%RES communites
2012-14
To follow-up on the initial
RURENER project, the new born
RURENER organization took part
in the 100%RES Communities
project. The goals were to
explore the potential of rural
territories for rural energy and
support them to initiate the
transition. By working hand in
hand with peers, rural
communities were able to reach
the Covenant of Mayors’ targets
and create strong relationships.

DREAM Tomorrow’s
Energy - 2014
With this cooperation project,
more than 1,000 kids were asked
to imagine future sources and
uses for energy where they live.
Territories from France and
Romania took part in the project,
focused on art and games
questioning
rural
energy
challenges. It was a way to make
children think about what they
want their world to look like
tomorrow, and how to make it
happen.
It was a good occasion for elected
representatives
from
the
different territories involved to
discover innovations for rural
energy elsewhere in Europe.

2017, Year of Innovation for
Rural Energy
This is the current project that
RURENER is implementing. The
goal is to condense concrete rural
energy innovations during the 2
years projects to stimulate
attention of decision-makers in
Brussels. The project has 4 main
actions:
-

In 2015, RURENER capitalized on
7 years of previous experiences
which revealed that there was
much to be done to secure
citizen’s participation in the
energy debate. In fact, renewable
energy projects that are not
supported by local populations
have very little chance of success.
Lead
by
representatives
convinced that citizens must play
an important role in developing
renewable energy projects, a
Belgium team in the Province of
Luxembourg created the Citizen
Climate Assembly.
The idea was simple: randomly
select citizens, give them the
technical background necessary
to address energy problems, and
have
them
make
recommendations
to
local
decision-makers on a course of
action.
The project was so successful,
that
the
citizens involved
organized themselves into a
formal entity to continue the
dynamic.
Citizen
participation
is
a
cornerstone for successful energy
projects and RURENER is now
working on a new project of
territorial dialogue for other
renewable projects.

-

-

Monitoring evaluation of
the impacts of territorial
energy policies;
Building of cooperation
projects and partnerships
across Europe;
Structuring
field-study
tours on pilot territories;
Organization
of
a
European
event
to
capitalize the experience
of the 3 other actions and
facilitate networking.

The project is open to all
European members of RURENER
and will foster RURENER’s
lobbying action by compiling data
on innovations for rural energy in
Europe.

-8-

RURENER

2017

gary

RURENER Events

RURENE
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After years of collaboration with rural communities, we
witnessed the importance of field study tours in the conduct
of the energy transition and the elaboration of local energy
strategies. Rural stakeholders are often isolated and field
study tours represent a unique chance to broaden one’s
perspectives. There is nothing like learning from your
neighbor and getting inspired by the achievements of a
colleague, facing the same challenges that you are facing.
Stimulate innovation and achieve your goals faster by
learning from the experience of others.

Take part in a tour and create your own to
promote your achievements and invite
European partners. Seize the opportunity of
the energy transition!

Do not miss RURENER events and meetings if you want to make the most out of your RURENER experience.
You are also welcomed to share your own events with the other members to add a European dimension to
your actions!
“Taking part in RURENER General Assemblies and meetings in Hungary, Belgium, France, Italy, Romania, and
even in Cyprus this year, is a valuable chance to learn about new projects and pilot territories’ achievements in
the field of rural energy.” - Philippe

Last words

“RURENER is an excellent networking opportunity for rural
communities, organizations and individual experts to
collaborate in order to establish energy neutral local
initiatives that contribute to sustainable rural development.
How would I like RURENER to be in the future? A strong voice
on rural energy issues across Europe that will continue to
promote collaboration and knowledge transfer through the
sharing of experiences, innovative actions and best practices.”
– Vassiliki Kazana, Professor at EMaTTech, Greece and
RURENER Secretary.
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Join the network!

We welcome members all year round!

By becoming a member you will
v Exchange experiences and transfer knowledge with other
members;
v Benefit from RURENER’s projects, activities and services;
v Take part in RURENER’s events
v Add a European dimension to your actions and accelerate the
energy transition!

Membership is open to a diversity of stakeholders…
v Communities: municipalities or associations of municipalities;
v Organizations: local, regional, national associations, networks and
other territorial entities;
v Individuals: experts, consultants, students and curious people;

…Committed to the energy transition in rural territories.
- 10 -
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Stay tuned!
Subscribe to RURENER Energetik Talk, the network’s
newsletter
Follow us on social media

For more information on RURENER activities, projects
and memberships, check out our website:
www.rurener.eu
Or send us an email at: contact@rurener.eu

Content & writing – RURENER
Translation – Elise Willer
Photo credit – RURENER, Pixabay
Graphic design – Céline Seince

- October 2017
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Secretary
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